
 

 

 

                    ...a page from Lucaôs diary 

 

òI love riding horses. I like to ride them at Hope Springs  
I am learning to take care of them. I love them like friends.ó 

 
 
Luca is a seven year old who has Autism. Heôs taken lessons at 

Hope Springs Equestrian Therapy for four years.  
 

His mother Beth says ñLucaôs sense of self- confidence, 
self -esteem, and competence heôs gained from riding at 
Hope Springs are unmatched by any other activity. We 

are profoundly grateful for this opportunity and experi-
ence.ò 
 

Equine friends like Cody, Dudley, Tempest, and Beauty help 
little children with big challenges experience the wonder of 

equestrian therapy at Hope Springs.  
 
Social skills blossom in the relationship between a child and a 

horse.  
 

Strength and coordination grow with each step they take to-
gether.  
 

Your vital support provides scholarships for children like Luca.  
 
Thank you from all of us at Hope Springs.  

 
Sincerely,  

Kenneth R. Swimm 
President  
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Hope Springs Equestrian 

Therapy is tax -exempt 
under Section 501 © 3 of 
the Interanl Revenue Ser-
vice. We are a member of 
the Pennsylvania Associa-
tion of Nonprogfit Organi-
zations and the PA Council 

on Therapeutic Horseman-
ship.  
 
MAILING  ADDRESS :  
Hope Springs Equestrian 

Therapy, Inc.  
P.O. Box 156  

Chester Springs, PA 
19425  

 
EMAIL :   
greyhorse22@gmail.com  
 

 
FACILITY  LOCATION :  
  1105 Green Lane Road  

Malvern, PA 19355  
(610) 827 -0931  
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Upcoming eventsé 

Tack Sale /Open House:  Saturday October 3rd, 2009  

 

Fall Fundraiser: Sailing Toward Their Future  
   Saturday November 14, 2009  

  CORINTHIAN YACHT CLUB OF PHILADELPHIA  



The weather this spring  was 
perfect  for both of our Spring 
Horse shows so they  were 
well attended.   Our riders 

from Soltane and Camp Hill 
showed off their talents and 
skills by completing the Trail 

Class course, the Equitation 
Class and of course our ever 
popular Game Class.   Our 

second show was filled 

to  capacity and the riders did 
a wonderful job. Showing to 

their families and proving to 
themselves  that they 
have  gained new skills  over 
the last year  and that their 

listening and comprehending 
skills continue to im-
prove.   They also  rode in  the 

three classes.  The Northern 
Chester County 4 -H Horse 
Club again came the morning 

of the shows and helped tre-

mendously by getting the 
horses ready for our riders.  

Cleaning, washing and braid-
ing our horses to show off 
how wonderful they 
look.   Thank You...  

Kenexa Volunteers  

Valley Forge Boy Scout Troop 73 Volunteers to Build Vital Equipment for HSET  

Thomas Cappelli, scout of 
BSA Troop 73 in the Village of 
Valley Forge, immediately 
chose Hope Springs Equestri-

anTherapy in Chester Springs 
to volunteer his time to com-
plete his Eagle Scout Leader-

ship Service Project.  
  

Thomas gathered fellow 
scouts from his troop, family 
and friends to help build the 

new riding ramp and block 
plus, assist the therapeutic 
center by volunteering their 
time to repair fencing. The 

materials for the mounting 
block and ramp were do-
nated by ProBuild East LLC in 
Chester Springs. The boards 

used for the repair of the 
fencing were provided by 
Richard Hevner (property 

owner). The ramp itself took 
approximately 70 man 
hours; the entire project 

took 276 man hours. They 

started on July 26th and fin-
ished on August 25th.  
 

 The new ramp and block 
that Thomas built for Hope 
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Max & Tempest 

Thomas Cappelli  -  with  

the new mounting ramp  

for Hope Springs  

Springs will make it much 
easier for our instructors and 
volunteers to safely situate 

the riders on their horses. 
Many of our riders are physi-
cally challenged, using 

crutches or wheelchairs in 
their day - to -day movement. 
The new ramp and block, 

with its sturdy foundation and 
railings, makes everyone 

more secure when we transi-
tion the rider onto the horse. 

We're so very grateful.   

Hope Springs Equestrian Therapy Inc. has assisted over 500 children and adults with special needs since 1997.  
Volunteers are a vital asset to the program, for more information on how you can help, visit www.hope - springs.org  
or call (610) 827 - 0931  

On, Friday August 14, 2009 a group of employees from Kenexa  Corporation  in Wayne, PA volunteered at HSET in order to fulfill 
their service day requirements.  
 
The volunteers consisted of Jennifer Newby and her daughter Bryanna, Linda Etzel, Alice Clary, Michele Brown, Carmela Kurek, 

Jennifer Lorenz, and Courtney Tafaro.  
 
The group was split in half, some assisted in cleaning up the riding trials of debris so the trails would be clear for the ri der s.   Others 
helped with the end of summer camp horse show (see story on page 3) which was taking place on that day -  They made ribbons for 

the horse show and assisted in the obstacle cours as judges.  It was a remarkable day and they hope they can assist Hope Springs  
again in the future.   

SPECIAL THANK YOU é. 
I N AUGUST LORI  ZARICHNIAK   
OPENED HER HOUSE TO HOSTESS 
JENNIFER LORD. JENNIFER HELD A 

SPILADA  JEWELERY PARTY WITH   
PROCEEDS FROM ALL PURCHASES 

GOING  TO HOPE SPRINGS ! T HANK 
YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY.  



Hope Springs continues to 
have  very successful 
camps, with both our own 

riders and the students 
from Vanguard, they were 
filled with fun and learning. 

Our own students pro-
gressed with the hours that 

they spent riding and were 
very busy with the crafts 
that they had to complete 

by the end of each day. 

The two weeks of Vanguard 
students were filled with 
the Indian Lore and the 

importance of understand-
ing the care and riding of 
the horses. How the horse 

played a large part in the 
Indianôs lives and the im-

portance of having trust, 
kindness and respect for 
the animals and other stu-

dents was incorporated into 

each day.  Jan Brooks, our 
special education teacher, 
had a wonderful program 

that had  truly amazing 
results. We had students 
that had never ridden be-

fore and were trotting by 
the end of their week of 

camp.  We are looking for-
ward to next summer.  

Hope Springs for scholar-
ships for our riders.   This 
gift was matched by PCHF 

and therefore helped pro-
vide for some eight riders 
throughout the remainder 

of the year.   
 

A big heart felt thank you 
to  T.H.E. CREW...a great 
group of young teenagers!  

This summer , T.H.E.(Teens 
Helping Everyone) CREW, a 
group of students from 

Phoenixville Middle School 
under the leadership of the 
Phoenixville Community 

Health Foundation (PCHF) 
found time to volunteer at 

Hope Springs this 
spring.   Not only did they 
provide significant help, 

they also were able to 
make a gift of $2000 to 

T.H.E. CREW -  special gift to Hope Springs 

Horse Retirements  

she works with at - risk 
youth in her practice.   Itôs 
hard to say what weôll miss 

most about our ñDennis the 
Menaceò; certainly his col-
orful personality will always 

stand out.  
Rascal is retiring from work 

due to the chronic pain he 
suffers from lamini-
tis.   While we expect him to 

be rehabilitated, our be-
loved Welsh pony is going 
to live out his years at 

Elenaôs home as a pam-

pered pet.   As our smallest 
pony, Rascal was a best 
friend for the young riders 

who had never been near a 
horse, much less ON 
one!   Good things truly do 

come in small packages.  

Two valued members of the 
Hope Springs herd retired 
this month and will be 

greatly missed by riders, 
staff and volunteers.   Cody, 
who has been on loan to us 

since 2001 will be returning 
to his ownerôs care, now 

that she has her own 
farm.   We are extremely 
grateful to Audrey Leffler 

for allowing Cody to be a 
part of our lives for the 
past 8 years.   Audrey will 

continue to use Cody as 

HSET Summer Camps  
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